Revision of the GPP criteria for Furniture 
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Introduction

This questionnaire is designed with regards to the revision of Green Public Procurement (GPP) criteria for the product group "Furniture".  The revision is being carried out in conjunction with the EU Ecolabel revision for the "Furniture" product group during 2013-2014 by the European Commission’s Joint Research Centre (see: http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/furniture/index.html). 
The aim of the questionnaire is to obtain feedback on the use of EU or national GPP criteria by procurers themselves and to obtain more information about real examples of GPP practice. 
Feedback received will be taken into account when drafting revised GPP criteria, which will then be presented at a stakeholders meeting to be held in Brussels later in 2014 (date to be confirmed).

Please return your response by 4th March 2014 to Shane Donatello at JRC-IPTS. If you want your data to be treated confidentially, please indicate this clearly. Please contact him directly if you have any other queries.

Tel. +34 954 48 83 79
Email. shane.donatello@ec.europa.eu 
Please, feel free to forward this questionnaire to any person or organisation who may be interested.

Background to GPP for furniture
In 2008 the European Commission set a target that, by 2010, 50% of all public tendering procedures should be compliant with core EU GPP criteria for ten priority product groups, including furniture. In 2011 the European Commission commissioned a study in order to verify if the target of 50% had been met. Due to the lack of statistics on GPP in the Member States, a survey was conducted across 850 public authorities from 26 EU countries. 

The study1 collected information on 151 furniture contracts signed by public authorities in 2009-2010, of which 91% were for indoor furniture and 7% for outdoor furniture. In the remaining 2%, this was not specified. The results of the study indicated that only 14% of European furniture contracts complied with all surveyed core EU GPP criteria and that about 50% of furniture contracts included at least one core EU GPP criterion. Add link to current GPP criteria
Figure 1 shows in more detail the percentage of furniture contracts by country that include at least one GPP core criterion and those ones that takes into account all GPP core criteria. Note that only countries that presented responses about 5 or more furniture purchasing contracts are included in Figure 1. 
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Figure 1. Number of furniture contracts (%) by country including at least one GPP core criterion or all GPP core criteria.
By gathering experience and finding examples of best practice, the intention of this GPP revision is to update the GPP criteria in a way that is user friendly for procurers, enables ambitious, cost-effective outcomes and drives further demand for environmental improvements.

GPP for furniture questionnaire

Contact details:
	Name:

	Job title and area of responsibility:



	Organisation and country:



	Your involvement with Public Procurement:



	Approx. number of employees for which the purchasing department is procuring:



	Telephone (landline) :



	Telephone (mobile) :



	Email :




1. Specific details about furniture procurement in your organisation

	a. Please provide information on which are the furniture items which are the most relevant for your organisation in value and number of items in your organisation.

	

	b. Could second-hand or refurbished furniture products be considered as an alternative to new furniture and GPP criteria in your organisation? If so, for which products specifically?

	

	c. Do you have comments on the current EU GPP criteria, their usefulness, ambition level etc and how they could be improved?

	


2. Environmental criteria used in minimum technical specifications for furniture
	a. Please list any environmental criteria you include in furniture tenders as minimum technical specifications.

	

	b. How are the aforementioned environmental criteria (technical specifications) verified?

	

	c. Have these criteria proved to be useful, what would you recommend for replication, what not?

	


3. Environmental criteria used in award criteria for furniture procurement
	a. Please list any environmental criteria you include in furniture tenders as award criteria, 
And if possible, the weight given to them in the evaluation.

	

	b. How are the aforementioned award criteria verified?

	

	c. Have these environmental criteria (technical specifications or award criteria) proved to be useful, what would you recommend for replication, what not?
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