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1. Introduction –
2nd Sub-AHWG overview.



1. The EUEL criteria under revision

Validity expiry date 31/12/26

Commission Decisions establishing the EU Ecolabel criteria for detergents - notified under documents:

• Hand dishwashing detergents (HDD) C(2017) 4227 [OJ L 180, 12.7.2017, p. 1–15]

• Hard surface cleaning products (HSC) C(2017) 4241 [OJ L 180, 12.7.2017, p. 45–62]

• Dishwasher detergents (DD) C(2017) 4240 [OJ L 180, 12.7.2017, p. 31–44 ]

• Industrial and institutional dishwasher detergents (IIDD) C(2017) 4228 [OJ L 180, 12.7.2017, p. 16–30]

• Laundry detergents (LD) C(2017) 4243 [OJ L 180, 12.7.2017, p. 63–78]

• Industrial and institutional laundry detergents (IILD)        C(2017) 4245 [OJ L 180, 12.7.2017, p. 79–96]

http://data.europa.eu/eli/dec/2017/1214/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/dec/2017/1217/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/dec/2017/1216/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/dec/2017/1215/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/dec/2017/1218/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/dec/2017/1219/oj


1. Sub-AHWGs “steps” (process) and timeline

Q1 202520/05/24 31/05/24 16/07/2411/06/24 25/06/24 29/10/24

Today!
17/09/24 01/10/24



1. Packaging criterion

The aim of this criterion is to reduce the environmental impact of packaging encouraging the use of materials

that are recyclable and reusable, and promoting recycling and recovery practices to minimize packaging waste

1. Recycled materials content (for LD, DD, HDD, HSC)

2. Weight/utility ratio (WUR)

3. Design for recycling

4. Products sold in spray bottles (Only for HSC)

5. Packaging take-back systems (Only for HSC, IIDD, IILD)

Sub-criteria

It sets specific targets for recycled content 
in paper/cardboard and plastic packaging

It ensures packaging is created in a way 

that facilitates an efficient recyclability



1. PACK sub-AHWG documents
Pack background discussion Technical report 1 (TR1)



1. PACK background document (1/2)



1. PACK background document (2/2)



1. Packaging sub-AHWG - summary



2. PACK sub-AHWG –
2nd meeting discussion.



2. PACK background document denotations



2.1 Recycled Material Content – Highlights and Proposals



2.1. Recycled Material Content
Criterion wording

Inclusion of  definition of 'Recycled Material' and 'Recycled 
Content,' which considers only post-consumer materials, 
according to ISO 14021:2016

Exclusion of the wording ‘PCR - recycled plastic made from 

post-consumer recycled’



2.1 Recycled Material Content
Criterion scope

i) Inclusion of professional products

Feedback in favour of exclusion of professional products:

• higher concentration rates 

• vulnerability to stress cracking due to surfactants and other ingredients in 

contact for longer time

• Decreased performance packaging

Feedback against exclusionof professional products:

• Same supplier/ virgin plastics granulates and manufacturing process of 

consumer products

• Harmonization with the PPWR scoping and derogation

EU Ecolabel's objective:  promote products with the best environmental 

performance within the European market.

EU ecolabel criterial should go beyond the minimum provisions set by 

mandatory legislation.

The inclusion of professional products has been proposed.



2.1 Recycled Material Content
Criterion scope ii) Exclusion of packaging under ADR scope

….

PPWR 

Text included in the criterion



2.1 Recycled Material Content
Criterion scope iii) Exclusion of plastic parts <5% of the total weight 

1st PACK Sub-AHWG proposal

2st PACK Sub-AHWG proposal

Alignment with PPWRArticle 7 (5)



2.1. Recycled Material Content
Criterion requirements         a) Ambition levels paper/cardboard 

Paper and board is the most 

recycled packaging material in 

Europe.

Source: Eurostat

EPCR report 2022

Stakeholders concerns

• Limit innovation

• Issues with humidity sensibility

• Issues with vertical compression resistance (packaging 

formats with pump or spray heads)

Nordic Swan requirements

• 90% recycled paper/cardboard for LD, DD and IIDD.

• Exceptions for corrugated cardboard (50%, 60% or 70%)

EU Ecolabel for Absorbent Hygiene Products 

• 80% recycled content for grouped packaging

JRC supports increasing the % of recycled material.



2.1. Recycled Material Content
Criterion requirements       b) Ambition levels plastics (sales packaging)

Main streams of evidences:

• Data collected (focused questionnaire, stakeholders 

consultations) 

• Other ecolabel schemes (Blue Angel awarded licenses)

Household products (LD, DD, HDD, HSC consumers)

Currently proposed requirements

Professional products (IILD, IIDD, HDD, HSC professional)

The requirements remain unchanged Requirements shall be below household products (70% PET, 

50% other plastics) but above PPWR (35% all non-contact 

sensitive plastic packaging)

Main streams of evidences:

• Data received was limited

• Stakeholders concerns (higher concentration rates, 

vulnerability to stress cracking, etc. )

• Lower market value and volume of professional products 

compared to household products 



2.1. Recycled Material Content
Criterion requirements       b) Ambition levels plastics (grouped packaging)

No requirements currently included for grouped plastic packaging

NEW proposal

• Ban of single-use plastics for grouped 

packaging (in line with the PPWR)
•

•

Option excluded

Banning of all plastic packaging may hinder future innovations. 



2.1 Recycled content. List of questions



2. 2 Design for Recycling - Highlights

Significant changes have been made to the content and structure of the Design for Recycling criterion

NEW proposal

• Main Body/ Material 

composition

• Colours

• Label or sleeve

• Adhesives

• Closure

• Barrier coatings

• Additives

• Inks/Printing

Parameters included in the 

criterion in force

• Label or sleeve

• Closure

• Barrier coatings

Updated 'Design for Recycling' table with stricter, more ambitious provisions.

Requirements categorized by:

Packaging type

• Fibre-based

• Pouches/plastic bags

• Etc.

Plastic type

• PET

• HDPE 

• PP 

• PE and PP flexible films

Evidence streams:

• Stakeholders feedback

• Consultation recycler experts

• Consultation recycling guideline

• Consultation ISO Type 1 scheme

Recycling guideline
• RecyClass Design for Recycling

• Minimum German standard

• CEFLEX  (D4ACE)

ISO Type 1 scheme

• Nordic Swan

• Blue Angel



2. 2 Design for Recycling 
Main Body/ Material composition



2. 2 Design for Recycling 
Colours



2.2 Design for Recycling 
Label and sleeve

The calculation of the percentage shall be

based on the two-dimensional profile of the

container i.e., the area of the top and bottom

of the packaging and the sides of a box/

container/bottle/can shall not be included in

the calculation. The calculation of the

percentage shall be based on the two-

dimensional profile of the container i.e., the

area of the top and bottom of the packaging

and the sides of a box/ container/bottle/can

shall not be included in the calculation.



2.2 Design for Recycling 
Adhesives



2.2 Design for Recycling 
Closure



2.2 Design for Recycling 
Barrier coatings



2.2 Design for Recycling 
Additives



2.2 Design for Recycling 
Inks/printing



2.2 Design for recycling. List of questions



3. Next steps + 
Any other business (AOB).



3. Next steps – Feedback & 2nd AHWG meeting



3. Any other business (AOB)  



Thank you for your attention!
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