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1. Introduction –
Sub-AHWG overview.



1. The EUEL criteria under revision

Validity expiry date 31/12/26

Commission Decisions establishing the EU Ecolabel criteria for detergents - notified under documents:

• Hand dishwashing detergents (HDD) C(2017) 4227 [OJ L 180, 12.7.2017, p. 1–15]

• Hard surface cleaning products (HSC) C(2017) 4241 [OJ L 180, 12.7.2017, p. 45–62]

• Dishwasher detergents (DD) C(2017) 4240 [OJ L 180, 12.7.2017, p. 31–44 ]

• Industrial and institutional dishwasher detergents (IIDD) C(2017) 4228 [OJ L 180, 12.7.2017, p. 16–30]

• Laundry detergents (LD) C(2017) 4243 [OJ L 180, 12.7.2017, p. 63–78]

• Industrial and institutional laundry detergents (IILD)        C(2017) 4245 [OJ L 180, 12.7.2017, p. 79–96]

http://data.europa.eu/eli/dec/2017/1214/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/dec/2017/1217/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/dec/2017/1216/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/dec/2017/1215/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/dec/2017/1218/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/dec/2017/1219/oj


1. Sub-AHWGs “steps” (process) and timeline

Q1 2026

Call for interest 
(CfI) released

20/05/24

Call for interest 
(CfI) closed

31/05/24

Sub-AHWG formation 1st Sub-AHWG meeting [1-2 h]

MCP Sub-AHWG 
meeting

25/06/24

Today!

FfU Sub-AHWG 
meeting

11/06/24

Pack Sub-
AHWG meeting

09/07/24

2nd Sub-AHWG meeting [2-4 h] 2nd AHWG meeting

MCP Sub-AHWG 
meeting

01/10/24

FfU Sub-AHWG 
meeting

17/09/24

Pack Sub-
AHWG meeting

15/10/24

Tentative / To be confirmed

Feedback 
(i.e. Comments)

Background 
document

Feedback 
(i.e. EU survey)

Draft criteria 
proposal

Curated Draft 
criteria proposal



1. Excluded and restricted substances criterion

[1] Both test for LD in same document -> https://environment.ec.europa.eu/document/download/557d8ab5-4e75-41a4-a901-1548be7f685d_en?filename=fitness%20performance%20LD_V1.7_June%202023.pdf
[2] https://environment.ec.europa.eu/document/download/789ae131-ee3a-4cdd-bfcd-6389aa3d8caa_en?filename=fitness%20performance%20IILD_V1.1_June%202023_0.pdf
[3] https://environment.ec.europa.eu/document/download/ad5b72eb-dab6-4a64-9a37-53d028fec8d7_en?filename=Framework%20Fitness%20Performance%20-%20Dishwasher%20Detergent.pdf
[4] https://www.ikw.org/fileadmin/IKW_Dateien/downloads/Haushaltspflege/2016_EQ_Dishwasher_Detergents_Part_B__Update_2015_aktualisiert.pdf
[5] https://environment.ec.europa.eu/document/download/2a924067-033a-449d-808d-7586475a8cfc_en?filename=fitness_performance_IIDD_20180111.pdf
[6] https://environment.ec.europa.eu/document/download/e0f5e99e-082e-4a70-91ee-70d7d9d00062_en?filename=Framework%20Fitness%20Performance%20-%20HDD.pdf
[7] https://environment.ec.europa.eu/document/download/462d278a-2140-4bd2-bad2-fe0cf4a7b37a_en?filename=Fitness%20Performance%20-%20Hard%20Surface%20Cleaning%20Products_rev1.2.pdf

Aim – Achieving safe and performing MCP that enable 

environmental gains via improved/new EU Ecolabel criteria

The aim of this criterion is to exclude or limit toxic or harmful substances,

so Ecolabelled product are the least environmental impactful product

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/document/download/557d8ab5-4e75-41a4-a901-1548be7f685d_en?filename=fitness%20performance%20LD_V1.7_June%202023.pdf
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/document/download/789ae131-ee3a-4cdd-bfcd-6389aa3d8caa_en?filename=fitness%20performance%20IILD_V1.1_June%202023_0.pdf
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/document/download/ad5b72eb-dab6-4a64-9a37-53d028fec8d7_en?filename=Framework%20Fitness%20Performance%20-%20Dishwasher%20Detergent.pdf
https://www.ikw.org/fileadmin/IKW_Dateien/downloads/Haushaltspflege/2016_EQ_Dishwasher_Detergents_Part_B__Update_2015_aktualisiert.pdf
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/document/download/2a924067-033a-449d-808d-7586475a8cfc_en?filename=fitness_performance_IIDD_20180111.pdf
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/document/download/e0f5e99e-082e-4a70-91ee-70d7d9d00062_en?filename=Framework%20Fitness%20Performance%20-%20HDD.pdf
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/document/download/462d278a-2140-4bd2-bad2-fe0cf4a7b37a_en?filename=Fitness%20Performance%20-%20Hard%20Surface%20Cleaning%20Products_rev1.2.pdf


1. MCP sub-AHWG documents
MCP background discussion

1st Draft criteria 

(Technical report 1 [TR1])



1. First draft criteria (TR1)

1

2

3

4

- Scope > LD proposed for inclusion.
- QPS list -> requirement substituted by 

performing a microbial risk assessment (RA)
- Thresholds -> clarification on units (LOG scale)
- A&V -> Microbial RA documentation + third-

party certification

1

2

3

4



1. MCP background document

Mapping of aspects 
identified by JRC/stakeholders as requiring further assessment. 
Sources (e.g.): Focused questionnaire; Written comments to TR1)

Potential actions
which could lead to improved Micro-organisms sub-criterion versions

Questions
aiming to inform JRC on general/specific aspects to which 
stakeholders are invited to reply. They are numbered 
correlatively (full list at the end). 

Section
by which discussion is structured in the document, namely: Existing 
criteria (HSC); Scope expansion (LD) & performance



1. MCP background document

Short rationale accompanying some questions

Question unique number + sub-criteria specification 

Open question at end of each section



1. MCP sub-AHWG - summary



2. MCB sub-AHWG –
questions / discussion.



2. Questions – Existing criteria (HSC)

Define key aspects to consider / technical guidance to follow

e.g.  Reduced microbial RA for QPS list microorganisms in food 
contact surfaces? 

Verification implications (e.g. resources)



2. Questions – Existing criteria (HSC)

Refer explicitly to legislation (e.g. revised Detergent Regulation) or to 
any other relevant source/instrument?



2. Questions – Existing criteria (HSC)

Shelf-life as declaration + performance proof/s (as in (vi)
OR 

Setting the/a minimum shelf-life



2. Questions – Existing criteria (HSC)

e.g. Assuming microbial RA in place + QPS list?

e.g. Assuming microbial RA in place + technical provisions?
e.g. Idem + not specific end users (i.e. household)?



2. Questions – Scope expansion (LD)

What is applicable, what not and how to complement it?



2. Questions – Performance

Technical information on formulation & mode of action missing (LD)



2. Next steps – Feedback & 2nd Meeting

- Feedback to questions (Q1 Q24) via EU survey. Deadline for feedback is 
16/07/24.

- The 2nd sub-AHWG is scheduled for 01/10/24 (tbc)

- Previous details to be send via email after this 1st sub-AHWG meeting (inclusive 
EU survey link).

- Prior to the 2nd sub-AHWG, a draft criteria proposal considering 1st sub-AHWG 
feedback & meeting details (date/time/meeting link) will be sent via email. 



3. Any other business (AOB).



Thank you for your attention!
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Slide/s 5: Detergent and cleaning products icons, source: e.g. Freepik - Flaticon.com (attribution surang)

Slide 5: Safety Helmet, source: e.g. "Designed by rocketpixel / Freepik“

Questions?

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/doodle-helmet-vector_1146147.htm#fromView=search&page=1&position=26&uuid=f3f3b2f0-ae66-4c84-a397-c309f3662df8

