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Preparatory Study on Textile Products 
First on-line stakeholder consultation

18 -19th March 2024 
WEBEX SESSION

ETIQUETTE FOR VIRTUAL MEETING PARTICIPANTS

 Please indicate your NAME, SURNAME and ORGANISATION on Webex

 MUTE YOUR MIC AND SWITCH OFF your CAMERA (unless you have the floor) 

 POST your QUESTIONS in the WEBEX CHAT Box. You will be INVITED to take the floor to formulate your question 
ORALLY.

 Please clearly state your name and affiliation the first time you are given the floor.

 Please note that the (Webex) meeting will be RECORDED to help prepare the meeting minutes, but will not be 
livestreamed or made publicly available for replay. This implies that by participating to the meeting, you grant 
your permission for the JRC to record the meeting.
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• JRC is supporting the development of the first Delegated Act under the 
ESPR. Addressing textile apparel.

• Background to this on-line consultation: “Preparatory study on textiles for 
product policy instruments – 1st milestone”. Shared on 23rd February

• Purpose is to verify the work done to date and to collect additional 
information and views

• Comments to be provided in writing until April 22nd 

• Further developments will be presented in subsequent workshops

Aim of the meeting
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Meeting etiquette

 Please indicate NAME, SURNAME and ORGANISATION on Webex

MUTE YOUR MIC AND SWITCH OFF your CAMERA (unless you have the floor) 

 POST your QUESTIONS in the WEBEX CHAT Box. You will be INVITED to take the 

floor to formulate your question ORALLY.

 Please clearly state your name and affiliation the first time you are given the floor.

 Please note that the (Webex) meeting will be RECORDED to help prepare the meeting 

minutes, but will not be livestreamed or made publicly available for replay. This 

implies that by participating to the meeting, you grant your permission for the JRC to 

record the meeting..
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Introduction
• Context and legal framework

• Aim of the study

• Methodology

• Involvement of stakeholders
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Presentation from DG ENV
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Are there any questions related to:

• Context and legal framework

• Aim

Introduction
Q&A
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Methodology

1st milestone

The PS will include 
all elements of the Preliminary Report, 

to be used for the revision of the EU Ecolabel criteria,
as set by the EU Ecolabel Regulation
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Involvement of stakeholders
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Involvement of stakeholders
1st milestone

The JRC will publish on the project’s website a document containing anonymised 
written comments submitted by the registered stakeholders with the 
corresponding answers of the JRC

Similar procedure will be followed 
for the 2nd and 3rd milestones
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Are there any questions related to:

• Methodology

• Involvement of stakeholder

Introduction
Q&A
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Scope
• Selection criteria

• Included products

• Excluded products
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Definitions
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Scope
Selection criteria

Product 
Priority 
Study

Textiles and footwear
- Apparel textiles
- Home/interior textiles
- Footwear
- Technical textiles

Heterogeneous in terms of
- functions, 
- end use, 
- materials,
- chemical compositions

Selection criteria defined in the ESPR:
- Article 5(2): address products with similar aspects
- Article 16:

a) Potential improvement of ecodesign 
aspects,

b) Volumes of sales and trade,
c) Environmental impacts.

Desk analysis based on
- PRODCOM 
- literature

Product group
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Scope
Included products

Apparel textiles
- have potential improvements already investigated in the literature
- have the largest share in the EU market
- produce the largest share of the environmental impacts

• Fully aligned with the scope of the PEFCR A&F
• Description available – Definition missing
• PRODCOM codes assigned to one or more product categories

Workwear
and 

Sportswear

are included in the scope, as long as 
1. they are apparel textiles
2. they do not belong to the list of excluded products 

Have the same or very similar characteristics to be addressed in the 
same PS with the same ecodesign requirements



17

Scope
Excluded products

- Smart textiles
- Electronic textiles or e-textiles
- Apparel textiles identified as personal protective equipment (PPE)
- Apparel textiles identified as medical devices or as an accessory for a medical device
- Intermediate products, such as fabrics, yarns, fibers, etc.

Are excluded because they 
are different products from 
those included in the scope

Are excluded because their characteristics should be strictly related to the 
function of the specific apparel textile they are part of
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1. Do you agree with definitions provided for textile product, apparel textiles and 
technical textiles? Why?

2. Is there additional evidence to enrich the literature used for the selection criteria? 
Which are they?

3. Do you think that an initial Delegated Act on apparel textiles could disrupt the supply 
chain if requirements are not set at the same time also for home/interior textiles and 
other sub-groups of this product group? Why?

4. Is there a definition for each product category? Is the current description enough?        
Why?

5. Do you agree with the approach used for workwear and sportswear? Why?

6. Do you think that the scope is correctly defined? How can it be better described?

7. Do you agree with the exclusion of intermediate products? Why?

Scope 
Q&A
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Break
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Preparatory Study on Textile Products 
First on-line stakeholder consultation

18 -19th March 2024 

Break untill 11:45 
ETIQUETTE FOR VIRTUAL MEETING PARTICIPANTS

 Please indicate your NAME, SURNAME and ORGANISATION on Webex

 MUTE YOUR MIC AND SWITCH OFF your CAMERA (unless you have the floor) 

 POST your QUESTIONS in the WEBEX CHAT Box. You will be INVITED to take the floor to formulate your question 
ORALLY.

 Please clearly state your name and affiliation the first time you are given the floor.

 Please note that the (Webex) meeting will be RECORDED to help prepare the meeting minutes, but will not be 
livestreamed or made publicly available for replay. This implies that by participating to the meeting, you grant 
your permission for the JRC to record the meeting.
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Standards and 
environmental labels
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Tests and standards

No standard found for the distinction of virgin and 
recycled fibre
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Environmental labels

Source: Ranasinghe and Jayasooriya (2021)

Analysis of Ecolabels
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1. Are there very commonly used standards that are not included in the 
list? Which are they?

2. Are there standards which could be helpful in the development of the 
PS that were not included in the list? Which are they?

3. Is there a standard capable of measuring the composition of 
mechanically recycled fibres?

4. Are there further studies analysing the environmental labels used in 
the textile industry? Which are they?

Standards and environmental labels
Q&A
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Market (1of 2)
• Global market

• EU market

• Main elements of apparel textiles
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Global market
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Global market

Source: UNEP (2020)

Geographical breakdown of global apparel production and consumption
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The EU’s main suppliers of textiles and apparel in 2021

Source: EURATEX (2022a)
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EU market

Source: own production based on PRODCOM database (Sold production, exports and imports – DS-056120)



29

EU market
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Main elements of apparel textiles
Fibres
Estimates of global production of textile fibres in 2022 

Source: Textile Exchange (2023)
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Main elements of apparel textiles
Fibres

Estimated percentages (%) of recycled fibres

Source: own elaboration based on 
Textile Exchange (2020, 2021, 2022, 2023), DG GROW (2021b)

Estimated current number of textile recycling plants 

Source: own elaboration based on 
Airtable - Sorting for Circularity - Recyclers Database, Jørgensen et al. (2022), and Textile Exchange (2022)

99% from PET bottles
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Main elements of apparel textiles
Chemicals

Share of the most commonly used chemicals in the textile industry

Source: own elaboration based on Rahman et al. (2023)
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Main elements of apparel textiles
Energy and water

Energy balance of the textile and leather industries in 2021

Source: own elaboration based on IEA World Energy Statistics and Balances 

Source: own elaboration based on IEA (2019)

Electricity generation by source

includes nuclear power, hydropower and
renewable sources

Water consumption of fibres

Source: Muthu (2015, 2020) and Niinimäki et al. (2020)
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1. Do you agree with the current interpretation of the relationship between the reported historical 
events and the evolution over time of the market indicators?

2. In the last years, the apparent consumption of most of the apparel textile categories 
increased. Can you explain the different trend of the categories 7 and 8 in Table 13?

3. Do you know what is the composition of products included in each category? E.g. 1. T-shirts: 
30% made of only cotton, 60% made of polycotton (70% polyester and 30% cotton), 10% made of 
wool blend (60% wool and 40% polyamide).

4. Can you share a detailed taxonomy of chemicals used in the apparel textile sector with 
corresponding market data?

5. Where can we find the price of water used at industrial scale for producing countries?

6. Do you have any suggestion and data to improve the market analysis of fibres, chemicals, 
energy and water? 

Market (1of 2)
Q&A
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Thank you for participating 
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